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resolution closed with a call for "a mass con-
vention of the American people to assemble in
.... Des Moines on the first Monday in
December, 1894, to consider the necessary
amendment of the fundamental law of the
land."

The reasons for the proposed amendment are
given in the preamble in these words: "We
share the admiration which moved a great mod-
ern statesman to declare our present federal
constitution the most perfect work ever thrown
off by the human mind at one time; but we hold
that it is now essentially a product of a by-gone
age, too inflexible for the varied conditions of
modern life, warped, blurred and burdened by
judicial construction, and practically not open
to amendment except as the result of war or
supreme, universal and protracted effort.''

When this " sweeping constitution-repealing
resolution" was brought up General Weaver
characterized it as "conservative", and he fa-
vored its adoption. One of the delegates de-
scribed it "as a very singular thing", and
moved to lay it on the table. "The "viva voce
was close, and a standing vote was called for
which laid the resolution on the table by a large
majority.' '288

The opinion entertained by General Weaver
that the Populists might elect seven members of
Congress in 1894 is emphasized by the fact that